
 

 

 

PBS President and CEO Paula Kerger to 
keynote at BANFF 2019 

 

 

 
Toronto, Canada – March 12, 2019 – The Banff World Media Festival 

(BANFF) is proud to announce Paula A. Kerger, President and Chief 

Executive Officer of PBS – the nation’s largest non-commercial media 

organization- will be a featured keynote speaker at BANFF this June as 

part of the festival’s 40th Anniversary SUMMIT SERIES. 
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Speaking to the role of the modern public broadcaster, Kerger joins 

BANFF's previously announced SUMMIT SERIES keynote Jeffrey 

Katzenberg, Co-founder of Dreamworks, Managing Partner of WndrCo 

and Chairman & Founder of Quibi. 

“We are honoured to welcome Paula to the festival,” said Jenn Kuzmyk, 

Executive Director of the Banff World Media Festival. “The role of public 

broadcasters is unique and important in today’s changing media 

landscape, and Paula’s leadership of PBS is impressive and inspiring.  

She is an incredible addition to BANFF’s future-forward Summit Series 

speaker line-up, which will examine the apex at which the entertainment 

industry meets creativity, technology, commercial strategy, social issues 

and the changing geopolitical realities.” 

The BANFF SUMMIT SERIES is a future-focused line-up of keynote 

speakers being launched in honour of the festival's four-decade legacy. 

This powerful roster will feature the global players who are shaping the 

future of the media industry. 

Entering her 14th year, Kerger is the longest serving President and CEO 

of PBS. She helms America's largest non-commercial media 

organization with nearly 350 member stations throughout the 

country.  Under her leadership, PBS has moved from the 14th most-

watched network in America to number six. Over the course of a year, 

86 percent of all US television households watch PBS, and each month, 

Americans view an average of 255 million videos across PBS’s web, 

mobile and connected device platforms. 

Kerger has led PBS’ ongoing commitment to programming that 

entertains, engages and inspires the American people. Among her 

recent accomplishments are the pop culture phenomenon “Downton 

Abbey” on MASTERPIECE; Ken Burns’s and Lynn Novick’s critically 

acclaimed THE VIETNAM WAR; the documentary “Hamilton’s America,” 

about the Broadway smash hit musical, on GREAT PERFORMANCES; 

“Freedom Riders” on AMERICAN EXPERIENCE; and award-winning 

children’s programs such as DANIEL TIGER’S NEIGHBORHOOD. 



Kerger has also made commitments to PBS’ leadership in children’s 

education, including the historic launch of the PBS KIDS 24/7 broadcast 

and streaming channel which is available to 95 percent of U.S. TV 

households. She continues to oversee PBS’s evolution into the digital 

age by embracing new platforms to bring PBS and member station 

content to audiences everywhere. 

BANFF is a premium marketplace and conference, an intimate space 

where unparalleled access, creative inspiration and expert insight 

combine to launch fresh content and new business strategies. For 40 

years, BANFF has welcomed the best and brightest media minds on the 

planet to Canada’s majestic Rocky Mountains. The festival has grown 

into a must-attend annual event where media moguls, producers, 

creatives and industry stakeholders along with broadcasters and digital 

media companies tackle issues and trends, forge relationships and 

nurture partnerships in one of the world’s most stunning landscapes. 

Attracting over 250 international buyers and delegates from more than 

25 countries including a wide-ranging cross-section of television and 

digital media professionals, BANFF delivers a comprehensive 

examination of the opportunities and challenges facing the screen 

industries through keynotes from global leaders, contentious panel 

discussions, pre-booked Face-to-Face Meetings with industry decision-

makers, expert forecasts, celebrity Master Classes, networking, critical 

case studies and more. 

### 

For press and media inquiries please contact:  

Pam Wilson 

Ink Media Corporation  

Tel: 818 495 3800; Cell: 310 849 7303  

Pam.wilson@inkmediacorp.com  

 

About the Banff World Media Festival  

The Banff World Media Festival is one of the world’s largest and most 

important conferences serving the entertainment industry, dedicated to 

global content development, production, broadcast and distribution. 

http://mkto-ab030222.com/NM00HBeE000A0fX0eCu0I2G
http://mkto-ab030222.com/c0u02e0B0GCM0AEXf0IIf00


BANFF provides a platform for the evolving media industry to develop its 

creative and business objectives. BANFF serves as the leading annual 

destination for co-production and co-venture partners and is an 

unparalleled marketplace for over 1,500 international decision-makers to 

connect and forge new business deals. BANFF’s Rockie Awards 

International Program Competition is one of the largest awards 

programs of its kind with participation from more than 40 countries and 

150 senior industry jurors from around the world. The festival’s 

renowned Rockies Gala Awards honour some of the most influential 

creators and executives in the industry in a star-studded evening of 

entertainment and celebration.  

@banffmedia  

#BANFF40 

#banff2019  

#BANFFRockies2019  


